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EMAR  OFFSHORE SERVICES HAS MOVED HER OFFICE TO A NEW 

LOCATION IN W ILLEMSTAD –  CURAÇAO 

EMAR Offshore Services is proud to 

announce that they have moved their 

office in Willemstad, Curaçao to 

Landhuis Ararat. This historical building 

has breath-taking views over the harbor 

of Willemstad, the sea and the Offshore 

Support Base 

(www.offshoresupportbase.com) which 

assist vessel owners to short/long term 

lay-up, repair and prepare for new 

projects in the region. The branch office 

serves the clients in the offshore oil/gas 

and marine construction industry from 

North to South America. Mr. Ronald 

Hania is our representative for the region based in Curaçao. For Ronald’s contact details and more 

information about the services and fleet of EMAR Offshore Services visit the website: 

www.emaroffshoreservices.com (Press Release) 
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BOUCHARD SET TO CELEBRATE A CENTURY 

In 2018 one of the U.S. premier vessel owners – Bouchard Transportation Co., Inc. (BTC) – 

celebrates its 100th year in business. Maritime Reporter looks at BTC’s evolution through the years. 

http://www.emaroffshoreservices.com/
https://www.tos.nl/en/tos-times/
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The year 2018 is a celebration 

year for the Bouchard 

Transportation Co., Inc., 

which was founded in 1918 in 

New York Harbor by Capt. 

Frederick Bouchard, and will 

next year celebrate a century 

in business. The company’s 

first cargo was a shipment of 

coal, and its first oil barge was 

acquired in 1931. In 1955, the 

third generation of the 

Bouchard family joined the 

company, and in 1992 the 

fourth generation– Morton S. 

Bouchard, III – took the helm, and leads the company still today.  For nearly a century, Bouchard 

has remained family-owned and operated, with now the fifth generation actively involved in the 

day-to-day operations. BTC has a long list of achievements throughout the years in regards to safety, 

efficiency and charitable activity to seed the coming generation of mariners, and notably it is the 

largest privately-owned petroleum barge company in the United States. Safety The foundation of 

Bouchard’s core business philosophy has always focused around safety, while consistently 

maintaining and advancing its equipment at the highest standards. “A safe and reliable operation is 

the only formula that leads to profitability,” said Morton S. Bouchard III, President & CEO. “We 

have a dedicated commitment to our customers and the safety of our operation, and we will 

continue to lead the market by investing our profits into innovative advancements in order to 

continue operating in the safest and most efficient manner.” Bouchard’s Safety Management System 

requires each vessel to be routinely vetted and evaluated annually and semi-annually.  In addition, 

each vessel is continuously assigned routine maintenance and repair schedules to guarantee that the 

equipment is always operating at the most optimal level.  “Our safety and vetting procedures, as well 

as the technological advancements consistently being made to our fleet allow for an efficient 

operation that limits risk by providing environmental protection, a safe work environment for the 

crew, and a reliable service for customers,” said President & CEO Morton S. Bouchard III. 

Investment in Technology Over the past five years, Bouchard has made significant advancements to 

its fleet, including the investment in a major fleet expansion plan, which recently produced state-of-

the-art ATB units M/V Kim M. Bouchard & B. No. 270 and M/V Donna J. Bouchard & B. No. 272. 

These Jones Act vessels include the newest modifications to the Intercon and pin system, as well as 

the most technologically advanced equipment in various spaces, that are designed to reduce total 

emissions, thus ensuring a more eco-friendly vessel. The expansion also included four new ATB 

tugs; the M/V Evening Star (delivered in Sept. 2012), M/V Denise A. Bouchard (delivered in May, 

2014), M/V Morton S. Bouchard Jr (delivered in February, 2016), and M/V Frederick E Bouchard 

(delivered in June, 2016). Additionally, Bouchard’s expansion continues with another state-of-the-

art ATB unit currently under construction, the M/V Evening Breeze and B. No. 252. The M/V 

Evening Breeze is being built at VT Halter Marine, Inc., and is the sister vessel to the M/V Denise A. 

Bouchard and M/V Evening Star. The 4,000-hp Evening Breeze will measure 112 x 35 x 17 ft., 

equipped with an Intercon Coupler System.  The B. No. 252 is being built by Bollinger Shipyards, is 

the sister vessel to the B. No. 250, and will measure 317.5 x 70 x 28 ft.  The B. No. 252 will have a 
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55,000 barrel capacity, and be used to transport liquid petroleum products throughout the Jones Act 

Market. (As published in the November 2017 edition of Maritime Reporter & Engineering News) 
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TURKISH NAVY DECOMMISSIONS 74  YEAR OLD SUBMARINE RESCUE 

SHIP TCG  AKIN 

A former US Navy submarine rescue 

ship has concluded over seven decades 

of service with two navies. 

Decommissioned by the Turkish Navy 

in a ceremony on November 16, TCG 

Akin started life as USS Greenlet, 

joining the US Navy as a submarine 

rescue ship in May 1943. After 27 years 

of service, USS Greenlet was 

transferred to Turkey in 1973, where it 

remained in service for another 47 

years. According to an announcement 

by the Turkish Naval Command, TCG 

Akin was decommissioned at the 

Istanbul Naval Shipyard on November 16, in a ceremony attended by the Turkish Northern Sea Area 

Commander and sailors and officers who had served on TCG Akin. According to the Turkish Navy, 

TCG Akin took part in 13 successful 

rescue missions since joining the Turkish 

Naval Forces. Taking Akin’s place in the 

Turkish Navy fleet is the much more 

capable TCG Alemdar which was 

commissioned into the navy in January 

2017. TCG Alemdar is capable of 

supporting distressed submariners at 

depths of up to 600 meters and can 

operate NATO and US submarine rescue 

vehicles. History by Navsource:  The 

Chanticleer Class Submarine Rescue Ship 

USS Greenlet was laid down on the 15th 

October 1941 at Moore Shipbuilding and 

Dry Dock, Co., Oakland, CA. and 

http://seazip.com/
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launched on the 12th July 1942. On 29 May 1943 she was commissioned as the USS Greenlet (ASR-

10). During World War II the USS Greenlet was assigned to the Asiatic-Pacific Theater, Following 

World War II USS Greenlet was assigned to Occupation and China service in the Far East. During 

the Korean War USS Greenlet was assigned to the Far East in support of submarine operations and 

participated during the Vietnam War. On the 12th June 1970 she was decommissioned at Sub Base 

Pearl Harbour and struck from the Naval Register on the 1st February 1973 and sold to Turkey under 

the Military Assistance Program and renamed TCG Akin (A-585). (Source: Naval Today; Photo and 
histoy Greenlet Navsource) 

 

GROUPE OCÉAN VETERAN SOLD  

Groupe Océan has sold one of its 

older tugs. Océan Hercule was 

sold November 1 to Jamaican 

owners and renamed Hercule at 

Sorel-Tracy, QC. The tug has 

been based at that port for 

several years since joining the 

Océan fleet in 1997. The tug 

started life at the A.M.Liaaen 

shipyard in Aalesund, Norway in 

1976 as Stril Pilot. A 499 grt ice 

strengthened anchor handling 

tug it was powered by two 12 

cylinder Alcos (then part of the 

White Motor Co) delivering 4400 bhp to two controllable pitch screws in nozzles giving 63 tonnes 

bollard pull. Built for the the Simon Mokster company it was sold in 1981 and renamed Spirit Sky 

for the Bergvall Group. In 1985 it moved on to the Durtch company Goliath then Wijsmuller and 

back to Goliath, where it was renamed Ierland then in 1989 becoming Ierlandia. The McAllister 

Towing Company of Montreal acquired the tug in 1995, and it was renamed Charles-Antoine. The 

owners of McAllister then sold the entire operation to Océan in 1997. Renamed Océan Hercule, as 

stated, it was based most recently in the port of Sorel-Tracy where its ability to work in ice made it 

a valuable member of the fleet. With the acquisition of newer vessels, Océan had the tug listed for 

sale for several years and now it has finally been sold. It was due to move to Montreal this week 

before heading out for Jamaica. (Source: Mac Mackay-Tugfax) 

 

ORDERBOOK RISES TO MORE THAN 210  TUGS 

Shipbuilders are benefiting from a bullish industry with 61 tugs ordered so far this year and more 

hulls being built for future sales, writes Barry Luthwaite. Confidence in future global tug demand 

had attracted 61 newbuilding contracts by the end of October, boosting the total orderbook to levels 

not seen for several years. The strength of the current global orderbook is underlined by a total of 

211 towing units: tugs of more than 20 m in length that are specifically for shortsea and harbour 

work and not offshore-related. The majority of these were contracted within the last two-year 

period. From this order backlog, 119 vessels are due for commissioning this year but there will 

undoubtedly be slippage of deliveries with some builders. A further 76 are due in 2018 and 16 so far 

in 2019. There is little doubt that confidence and momentum is continuing globally, even if the pace 

of ordering has slackened somewhat in 2017. The driving force is the development of ports for 
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accommodating much larger 

ships, such as 22,000 TEU 

container vessels, 

necessitating the need for 

more powerful tugs. More 90-

tonne bollard pull, or higher, 

capacity tugs are being 

contracted, even if 80-tonne 

bollard pull units remain 

popular with owners. 

http://www.tugtechnologyan

dbusiness.com/news/view,orderbook-rises-to-more-than-210-tugs_49738.htm  (Source: Tug 
Technology and Business) 
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CUMMINS POWERED RASTAR 3500  WITH 8400  HP 

Early in 2017 a shipyard in 

Spain delivered two state-

of-the-art water-jet 

catamaran crew boats. Each 

boat had 16,000 HP derived 

from four of the Cummins 

Engine company’s new 

QSK95 marine diesel. 

Following several years in 

development, the engine 

has proven itself in this 

high-speed application. The 

QSK95-M is certified to 

IMO Tier 11 emission 

standards. To round out the 

offerings, while demonstrating the versatility of the QSK95, Cummins has contracted the naval 

architect firm of Robert Allan Ltd. to prepare drawings of their proven RAstar 3500 tug design with 

a pair of the QSK95 engines for power. The design and the engines are a good match. These high-

speed, 1800 RPM, engines each deliver a remarkable 3132 kW (4200 BHP) at only 13,282 kilograms 

(29,282lbs) of weight. This is the same horsepower range that some recently delivered ocean towing 

http://www.tugtechnologyandbusiness.com/news/view,orderbook-rises-to-more-than-210-tugs_49738.htm
http://www.tugtechnologyandbusiness.com/news/view,orderbook-rises-to-more-than-210-tugs_49738.htm
http://www.kotugsmit.eu/
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tugs have been using as well. The RAstar 3500 tug design has earned a respected role in escort and 

ship handling duties due to its innovative hull design among other features. Multiple ports in such 

diverse locals as China’s Tianjin Port and Western Australia’s Port Hammond have adopted tugs in 

the RAstar class. To suport the combined 8400 HP of the Tier II compliant QSK95 engines, these 

are, at 34.94 by 14.75-meters, big tugs. The Cummins engines will turn 3200 m/m, four-blade 

Kaplan, azimuthing propellers in 19A type nozzles through a reduction of 8.476:1. With this 

configuration, in computerized testing carried out by Robert Allan Ltd, this tug design delivered a 

remarkable 96-tonne bollard pull astern and 102 tonnes ahead. The model also generated an 

estimated 14.2-knot free running speed with a 4.5-meter light draft. The tugs normal draft for 

navigation would be 6.49 meters. Using the Robert Allan designed skeg on the hull and the staple 

arrangement on deck, as has been demonstrated with similar tugs currently in service, an escort tug 

powered by a pair of Cummins QSK95 engines has become an attractive option. As designed, the 

escort/offshore terminal tug would have two Cummins QSK19 powered generator sets for ship’s 

power and for the 400 hp hawser/escort winch on the tug’s bow. A single Cummins QSB7 would 

meet the tug’s hotel demands when in port. For the design and renderings, Cummins executives 

have chosen the name of the company’s founder, “Clessie L. Cummins” in honor of the QSK95’s 

contribution to the firm’s tradition of innovation and meeting new challenges. (Source: Alan Haig-
Brown) 

 

MODERN MULTI-ROLE POLISH NAVY TUGS CONSTRUCTION COMMENCED 

Remontowa Shipbuilding 

has begun construction of 

the first tug in a series of 

six on order from Ministry 

of Defence. The vessel, 

newbuilding no. B860/1, 

has been designed by NED-

Project, while the 

workshop documentation 

has been developed by 

Remontowa Marine Design 

& Consulting. On 

Thursday, November 16, 

2017, a ceremony of first 

steel cutting for the said 

newbuilding took place at Remontowa Shipbuilding SA, member of Remontowa Holding Capital 

Group. It is a ground breaking project for the Polish Navy, with the plate cutting being another 

milestone for the execution of the agreement, which the Armament Inspectorate of MoD signed in 

June with Stocznia Remontowa Shipbuilding as a result of tender allotment “Zabezpieczenie 

techniczne i prowadzenie działań ratowniczych na morzu pk. Holownik” (Technical support and 

rescue operations at sea, code name “Tug”). The first tug is scheduled for delivery in 2019, with the 

remaining units to be delivered by the end of 2020. The importance of the project was reflected by 

the composition of the military delegation attending the ceremony, including: deputy chief of 

Armament Inspectorate for aviation and marine technology, colonel Waldemar Bogusławski, chief 

of staff for the Squadron of support ships, commander Albert Figat, chief of Training for the 8th 

flotilla of coastal defence, commander Jarosław Kukliński, commander Mirosław Jurkowlaniec, 

commander Krzysztof Olejniczak, commander Bogdan Liput and commander Robert Lisowski. 
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NED-Project was represented by: Zbigniew Szyca, CEO, professor Andrzej Lerch – naval architect, 

Jerzy Pietrzak – board member, Krzysztof Krakowski – project manager, while Remontowa 

Shipbuilding SA was represented, among others, by CEO Piotr Dowżenko. “…It is worth 

emphasizing that the building of new vessels for the Armed Forces poses a challenge both for us and 

the shipyard, a challenge that needs to be overcome for the future success of the economy and the 

Armed Forces” – Krzysztof Stępniewski Arms Inspectorate MoD said. The design of the B860 type 

tug is a result of design office’s proficiency in designing specialized units. The author of the concept 

is professor Andrzej Lerch, who has passed on his expertise to designers like Patryk Sójkowski or 

Krzysztof Krakowski. The multi-role tugs will be used for military and logistics operations support at 

sea and in ports, technical evacuation operations, search and rescue operations support as well as oil 

spills recovery. The ice class will enable operation of the tugs in tough winter conditions. The 

vessels will feature bollard pull up to 35 T and excellent maneuverability due to outfitting with twin 

azimuthing stern drives. The open deck will enable carrying of cargoes up to 4 t. (Source: 
Poland@Sea) 
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NEW GREASE EXTENDS L IFE,  LOWERS TEMP OF TUGBOAT SHAFT 

BEARINGS 

How does a tugboat operator 

with over 26 vessels used in 

docking, escort, ocean towing 

and articulated barge service get 

control of maintenance issues? 

In this case, by switching to 

Klüberplex BEM 41-132 grease 

to lower operating temperatures 

between 2 and 10 degrees 

Fahrenheit (3.6 and 18 Celsius), 

which significantly extends 

grease and bearing life. The 

tugboat business’ success 

depends on the reliability of 

their assets and the ability to provide superior customer service. In addition, this operator has a 

strong safety culture and promotes preventive maintenance as a method of achieving their business 

objectives. The right lubricant is often a key component in that particular equation. Questions reveal 
shaft-bearing lubrication issues Four tractor tugboats in the operator’s fleet are 91 feet in length and 

are propelled by two stern- mounted Z-drives. The diesel engines, however, are located close to 

mid-ship, requiring a long drive shaft connecting the power output to the upper gearbox of the z-

http://www.sanmar.com.tr/
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drives. Supporting the drive shaft are spherical double row bearings, in pillow block housings. The 

operator experienced bearing failure and high operating temperatures in the shaft support bearings. 

In September of 2016, they approached Klüber Lubrication to recommend a bearing grease that 

would improve the performance of these bearings. Before making a recommendation, however, key 

questions were asked, such as: - How often were the tugboats out of service due to failure in the 

drive shaft support bearings? - Because of the enclosed space where the bearings are located, how 

were maintenance routines in the confined area contributing to bearing damage? - What would be 

the safety risk if a bearing failed during operation? - The previous product was a lithium-thickened, 

PAO grease with AW and EP additives. Upon review of the bearing operating speed and conditions, 

and the characteristics of the previous grease, Klüber Lubrication proposed that the bearing damage 

was possibly due to a combination of: - The additive package not protecting the outer raceway 

during start up and idling speeds. - At full operational speed (1600 RPM), the 220 cSt base oil 

generates internal friction causing a rise in temperature and grease degradation. - Due to the 

remoteness of the application, the vessel crew may not always maintain the re-lube schedule. High-
performance specialty lubricant provides solution The recommended solution was Klüberplex BEM 

41-132 grease. With a base oil viscosity of 130 cSt, which lowers the bearing operating temperature, 

the product therefore extends grease and bearing life. The product has excellent EP and AW 

additives that protect the bearing at start up and when shaft RPMs are slower. Notably, this 

recommendation was based on experience with Klüberplex BEM 41-132 in other industries where 

similar performance requirements were demanded. To validate the recommendation, an analysis of 

the bearings and operating conditions was performed using the Klüber Lubrication Bearing 

Workbook. First, an analysis was completed using a Klüberplex product with a similar base oil 

viscosity as the previous grease. A second analysis was completed using Klüberplex BEM 41-132. 

Because the shaft rotation ranges from 0 to 1600 RPMs, a value of 800 was used in the calculation to 

estimate how the greases performed at the mid-point of the speed range. The key indicator was the 

V/V1 factor. This is an indication of internal friction and thus heat generation. A number below 4.0 

is recommended and is achieved with the recommended grease while the existing grease exceeded 

this number at the midrange of the RPM. At full rotation, Klüberplex BEM 41-132 slightly exceeds 

the recommended target, while the previous product was estimated to be over 9.1. In addition, a 

Klübermatic Pro lubricant dispenser with electronic tie-in to the control board of the engine was 

proposed to ensure the bearings are greased at the appropriate frequency and amount. The lubricant 

dispenser can be mounted up to 5 meters away from a lubrication point and additionally can serve 

up to six lubrication points. Longer life, lower temperatures benefit tugboat shaft bearings In 

January 2017, the tugboat operator reported that Klüberplex BEM 41-132 had been filled into the 

test vessel’s bearings and had experienced two months of operational time without any bearing 

failure. Grease relubrication was being conducted manually per the recommended re-lube schedule 

provided by Klüber Lubrication. Bearing temperatures were reported to be between 2 and 10 

degrees Fahrenheit (3.6 and 18 Celsius) lower than previous readings. As a result of the successful 

trial, Klüberplex BEM 41-132 was filled in the pillow block bearings on the other three vessels of 

similar design. Furthermore, while this project focused on the four vessels that had long drive shafts, 

the tugboat operator has indicated they will convert all pillow block bearings on their other tugboats 

to Klüberplex BEM 41-132. Installation of Klübermatic Pro lubricant dispensers was also considered. 

At Klüber, solving problems and improving performance with specialty lubricants is what we strive 

for. This application for shaft bearings is a good example of how we approach lubrication 

opportunities and the types of results that can be expected by marine operators. That’s because 

today’s operator looks forward to – and demands – more savings due to less maintenance and less 

risk of operational downtime resulting from lower shaft-bearing temperatures. With Klüberplex 

BEM 41-132 grease, all of that is possible – and more. (Source: MarineLink by Ben Bryant) 
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MISS ANN BEACHED 

It is reported that the 1969 

built Panama registered with 

call sign HP4682 tug Miss Ann 

(Imo 7031151 was beached at 

Aliaga; Turkey scrapyards on 

the 15th November 2017. The 

tug was built by Main Iron 

Works Inc. - Houma, LA.;USA 

under yard number 220 and 

delivered to Gulf Fleet Marine 

Incorporated of Houston, 

Texas as Gulf Miss. In 1978 

Gulf Mississippi Marine 

Incorporated became Gulf 

Fleet Marine Incorporated. 

Where the tug retained her 

name. In 1985, Zapata Marine 

Service, Gulf Fleet Marine Incorporated, and Jackson Marine Services merged to form Zapata Gulf 

Marine Service Incorporated of Houston, Texas. In 1992, Zapata Gulf Marine Incorporated merged 

with Tidewater Marine Incorporated of New Orleans, Louisiana. Where the tug retained her name.  

In 1999, the tug was acquired by the Moby Marine Corporation of Palm City, Florida. Where she 

was renamed as the Miss Ann.  In 2012, she was acquired by Sirius Shipping Limited of Avatiu, in 

the Cook Islands. In the New Zealand Island Territories. Where the tug retained her name. She was 

a twin screw tug, rated at 3,600 horsepower. (Photo: Captain Selim) 

 

ACCIDENTS – SALVAGE NEWS 
 

TUG COLLIDES WITH US  WARSHIP 

A commercial tugboat has collided with a US warship during towing exercises off Japan. The tug 

lost propulsion and drifted into the Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS Benfold on 18 

November. According to the US Navy, no one was injured on either vessel and only minor damage 

http://bogazicishipping.com/
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was sustained to the Seventh-

Fleet ship. The tug caused 

scrapes along the side of USS 

Benfold, but the missile 

destroyer remained at sea. The 

US Navy said there would be a 

full damage assessment and an 

investigation into the vessel 

collision. This accident occurred 

during a scheduled towing 

exercise in Sagami Wan. After the collision, the Japanese commercial tug was towed by another 

vessel to a port in Yokosuka, Japan. USS Benfold is forward deployed to the US Seventh Fleet area of 

operations in support of security and stability in the Indo-Asia-Pacific region. In the southern 

Atlantic, the US Navy is deploying its underwater rescue resources to help the Argentinean Navy 

search for its lost submarine San Juan. It is transporting a modular rescue system on four US Air 

Force aircraft to Comodoro Rivadavia, Argentina on 19 November. An additional rescue system will 

be transported by aircraft this week to Argentina. These systems are designed to rescue crew from 

submarines stuck on the seafloor at a pitch of up to 45 degrees. A Navy P-8A Poseidon multi-

mission maritime aircraft and a NASA P-3 research aircraft are already in Argentina assisting 

ongoing search efforts near the submarine's last known location. USS Benfold is the third US Navy 

ship to be involved in a collision with a vessel in Asia in the last five months. In August, USS John S 

McCain was in a collision with a tanker outside Singapore. In June, USS Fitzgerald was struck by an 

NYK Line container ship, 20 km off the coast of Shimoda, Shizuoka prefecture in Japan. 

http://www.tugtechnologyandbusiness.com/news/view,tug-collides-with-us-warship_49941.htm  

 

MSC  BOXSHIP,  CHINESE ENGINEERING SHIP COLLIDE OFF CHINA 

Panama-flagged containership 

MSC Luciana collided with the 

Chinese engineering vessel Su 

Lian Hai 0118 off the Port 

Caofeidian in China on November 

21, 2017. The engineering vessel 

sustained severe starboard damage 

resulting in water ingress and 

putting its crew of 16 members in 

danger, as informed by China’s 

Rescue and Salvage Department 

of Transport Ministry. The 

vessel’s hull was ruptured in the 

collision which resulted in a 

starboard hole ranging between 2-3 meters in height. Once at the scene, the rescue service managed 

to connect a tow line to the stricken vessel and tow the ship to the shallow waters of a nearby beach. 

The ship’s 16 crew members are all reported to be safe. The 11,668 TEU MSC boxship, built in 2009, 

is said to have suffered minor damage in the collision and as World Maritime News understands no 

crew members were injured in the incident. Based on the ship’s latest AIS data, it is fully laden and 

underway using engine, heading toward Busan where it is expected to arrive on Friday, November 

24. (Source: World Maritime News) 

http://www.tugtechnologyandbusiness.com/news/view,tug-collides-with-us-warship_49941.htm
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RESOLVE MARINE RESPONDS TO HARVEY,  IRMA AND MARIA 

Resolve Marine Group 

continues its salvage and 

remediation efforts in the 

aftermath of hurricanes Harvey, 

Irma and Maria. Over 13 teams 

have been mobilized, joining 

international efforts to clear 

ports, restore commerce and 

salvage hundreds of vessels from 

the Leeward Islands to Texas. 

The company is running full 

spectrum emergency responses 

and vessel recoveries 

throughout Guadeloupe, the 

British Virgin Islands, the U.S. 

Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico and  

Florida. Resolve has assembled the largest commercial fleet ever to respond to a Caribbean disaster. 

This fleet includes Resolve’s largest crane barge, the RMG 302, offering and utilizing the largest 

heavy lift vessel operating in the Caribbean, the Conquest MB1 that was utilized for heavy lift on 

the Costa Concordia, their 66-meter command center and accommodation vessel, Lana Rose, and 

the 78bhp tug Resolve Commander. The Maritime Executive spoke to some of the managers 

involved about the scope of the company's efforts: “What I have realized as a result of our efforts is 

the importance of the chain reaction that needs to happen. Most people don't say it out loud,” says 

Daniel Dolson, Global Operations and Personnel Manager for Resolve. “There's a chain reaction of 

events that need to happen for a place to get back to normal. It starts with getting transport running 

again so that people can get to work, and getting the electricity back on. So, as well as loading 

salvage gear, Resolve loads food, water and generators – that's what's needed first, everything else 

follows.” There is also a spectrum of work and people involved, and Dolson says that the company 

benefits from its strong background in both large and small salvage operations. “You're not going to 

see a Costa Concordia wreck every day. But we keep in mind that while shipowners view their 

vessels as valuable, so do small boat owners. It's just as important to them regardless of the 

commercial value of the vessel.” Hurricane Harvey Resolve was contracted to lift and refloat a 5,000 

HP ASD tug, which sunk during Hurricane Harvey while holding a drill ship against the dock 

during the height of the hurricane. The tug was crushed between the drill ship and a drilling rig; the 

hull was breached causing the tug to sink. To refloat her, Resolve mobilized a specialized salvage 

http://products.damen.com/en/ranges/asd-tug/asd-tug-2411?utm_source=tug-towing-newsletter&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=16x4&utm_term=2017-52&utm_content=asd2411
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team, their crane barge the RMG 400, out 

of the Bahamas, and various salvage and 

pollution response assets. Resolve 

lightered close to 80,000 gallons of fuel 

before raising the vessel with no damage 

to the environment. Once the vessel was 

raised, Resolve’s welders installed a box 

patch over the hull breach and lowered 

the vessel back into place. The vessel was 

then towed back to the owner’s dock in 

Texas. In another instance, the 180-foot 

offshore vessel Gulf Justice was forced 

aground during the storm. The vessel was 

driven aground in water depths between 

2.5 feet and five feet and was pushed into 

sand several feet deep. Further the vessel took on a seven degree list to the port side. The vessel 

grounded near the inlet channel to Port Mansfield, Texas, an inlet heavily populated with 

recreational craft. Resolve was awarded the contract to respond, and the company mobilized a 

shallow draft tug, supporting deck barge, salvage and diving team and portable fly away equipment 

to the location. Resolve’s engineering team formulated computerized stability models for the vessel 

and developed a plan to free her from the inlet. Lightering operations commenced using portable 

pumping systems and the vessel's own fuel manifold. Resolve successfully removed all bulk fuel oils 

during one safe weather day with no damage to the environment. Then the salvage team ballasted 

the vessel, and two tugs were used to free her during the next safe weather window. Resolve 

successfully patched all points of water ingress and stabilized the vessel for an open water tow and 

returned her to Larose, Louisiana. “We had a lot of sand we had to get out, but there were a lot of 

storms that made it unsafe to work and pushed more sand in,” said Todd Duke, Regional Manager 

for Resolve. “We got the sand off, then had to come back in a couple of days, only to find the storm 

had pushed the same amount of sand right back in.” In Florida, Resolve responded in Tampa, Fort 

Myers, Jacksonville, Miami, and the Florida Keys. In the sensitive mangrove habitats there, Duke 

saw a similar pollution threat to that of Hurricane Katrina and the Deepwater Horizon oil spill, both 

of which he and Resolve had been involved with. “Even though it was smaller boats this time, its 

the cumulative effect that is important. Every boat has petroleum product, engine oil or battery acid, 

as well as plastics and other materials, that could affect the marine environment.” “We always say 

our job as salvors is to keep the oil in the ship, but a lot of times when you are dealing with 

hurricane disasters, weather limits access, so it's going to be an oil spill response operation as well,” 

says Duke. Hurricanes Irma and Maria A commercial dry dock dragged its moorings during 

Hurricane Irma and sank alongside the cruise ship pier in St. Thomas, blocking the dock access for 

cruise ships. Resolve mobilized the 1,400 ton derrick barge, Conquest MB1, from Louisiana to the 

site along with a specialized salvage team, heavy rigging and salvage equipment. Initially, Hurricane 

Maria forced the salvage crew out of the area before they could complete the job, but the drydock 

was successfully raised and returned to the local shipyard. The harbor clearance project enabled the 

resumption of cruise ship traffic to the port and the restart of the vital tourist industry to the island.  

Resolve also salvaged multiple commercial ferries and supply boats in St. John, St. Thomas, 

Guadelopue and the British Virgin Islands. These vessels were patched and refloated for subsequent 

repair and return to service. “There is no clearer example of the importance of the salvage industry 

in supporting our critical national priorities in time of crisis,” says Client Service Manager Lindsay 

Malen - Habib. “Salvage teams and project managers stay acute. There's times when they get no 
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sleep, everything in day-to-day life 

gets pushed aside. All the focus is 

on getting the vessels refloated, 

getting everybody safely in and out. 

It takes a very special type of person 

to be able to handle those jobs 

under pressure and in a safe 

environment, keeping their entire 

team safe and protecting the 

environment. Malen-Habib says, 

despite the company's on-going 

efforts in the region, the company 

is still ready to respond where 

needed. “Resolve is constantly 

demobilizing and mobilizing equipment and is available for additional responses with their 

strategically place heavy lift vessels, crane barges, salvage tugs, depots, warehouses and personnel.” 

(Source:Marex) 

 

  Advertisement 

 

 

SCI  VESSEL SINKS 175  KM OFF MUMBAI COAST,  CREW SAFE 

“The crew were rescued by another 

SCI ship, which was pressed 

immediately after a distress call was 

made (by SCI Ratan). It was a ship-

to-ship rescue operation,” said an 

official privy to the details. A 

Shipping Corporation of India (SCI) 

vessel sank off the coast of Mumbai 

Tuesday evening. All 15 crew 

members were rescued by a ship 

sailing close by. According to 

sources, SCI Ratan, an offshore 

support vessel, was commissioned in 

2011. Around 5.30 pm Tuesday, flooding was reported in the main engine room, and by 7.30 pm the 

ship sunk in Bombay High, around 175 km from Mumbai. “The crew were rescued by another SCI 

ship, which was pressed immediately after a distress call was made (by SCI Ratan). It was a ship-to-

ship rescue operation,” said an official privy to the details. The Indian Coast Guard, which is 

http://www.astillerosarmon.com/
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monitoring the situation, said it would assess the situation in the morning. For the maritime security 

agency, there are two main concerns — if there has been an oil leak and if the ship was carrying any 

cargo that was hazardous in nature. “We are in touch with the authorities concerned and have been 

appraised about the rescue operations. We are still trying to get details on the movement of the ship 

since it was an offshore vessel whether it was returning from the oil rigs or was ferrying any 

material to the rigs. The nature of the cargo on board the vessel is also a major point of concern for 

us. However, we would be able to assess if there has been any oil leak only in daylight,” said a senior 

official. The ICG will also request the SCI to share details pertaining to the movement of the ship, 

and the circumstances that lead to the accident. Malini Shankar, Director General, Shipping, said the 

SCI would inquire into the reasons for the vessel to suddenly sink. “It was new vessel, not a decrepit 

one,” she said. (Source: The Indian Express)   

 

SEARCH UNDERWAY FOR CREW OF CAPSIZED FISHING SHIP OFF PALAU 

A search is underway for two 

Japanese and five Indonesian crew 

members after their fishing ship was 

found capsized about 400 kilometers 

(250 miles) from the Pacific island of 

Palau. Planes and ships from the 

U.S., Japan and Palau are taking part 

in the search for the Japanese-

flagged Gyotoku Maru No. 1, the 

U.S. Coast Guard said Wednesday. 

The 15-meter (50-foot) tuna fishing 

boat capsized southwest of Palau. 

Japan's Kyodo News service said the 

ship sent a mayday signal Monday 

afternoon and a vessel from Japan's 

National Fisheries University located it the next morning. Kyodo said the crew consists of a Japanese 

captain and chief engineer and five Indonesian crew members. (Source: AP Daily News) 

 

OFFSHORE NEWS 
 

SEACOR NEW BOATS AT MALTA 

The 2015 built Marshall Island 

registered with call sign V7YY9 53 

metre crewboat Molly R McCall (Imo 

9715335) berthed alongside the 2017 

built Marshall Island registered with 

call sign V7YW9 53 metre crewboat 

Alexander S McCall (Imo 9715347) 

were seen at Valletta, Malta on Monday 

20th November, 2017 while on passage 

from Morgan City, USA to Ashkelon, 

Israel. (Photo: Capt. Lawrence Dalli   - 
www.maltashipphotos.com) 
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HISTORIC SUPPLY SHIPS –  THE SEVEN V IKING 

Back in 2006 we saw the first 

of the Ulstein XBow vessels, 

the Bourbon Orca enter 

service. It was at that time a 

revolutionary feature and must 

have taken some courage on 

the part of the owners to 

commission it. But now a little 

over ten years later, wave 

piercing bows are a feature of 

many ships, particularly those 

which might be required to 

operate in rough seas. The  

intent of the XBow and the other bow designs which have followed it, is that the ships will pierce 

the waves rather than riding over them, as used to be essential if our ship was to remain afloat back 

in the old days. If we were heading into high seas we would have to slow down to prevent the bow 

scooping up the water, possibly resulting in the flooding of various spaces, and even at reduced 

speed the ship would pitch and dig the bow in, and when this happened it would slow down. But 

the XBow and its mates allow the ship to push the seas aside rather than riding over them, and the 

technicque is possible because the rest of the ship can be kept watertight. There have been many of 

the type to enter service in the last ten years, but I have refrained from including them in the 

review solely on the basis of the bow shape. However now that we have got to the Ulstein SX148 I 

thought I would include one again, this not least because of the price. I have usually avoided even 

mentioning money but this ship cost a billion NOK round about £100 million (I have had a job to 

get the correct count of the 0s). In addition it seems to confirm my view that the X of the XBow has 

subtly changed shape and is now configured so that the bridge is set further back from the actual 

pointy bit. The SX148 Seven Viking is an IMR (inspection, maintenance and repair) ship and so is 

intended to stay at sea most of the time; it has a helideck on top of the accommodation, allowing 

those on the bridge to see the bow which must be a relief and it has cabins for 90 people in, 

according to one article, 59 single cabins three two bed cabins and five staterooms. Its main power is 

provided by four diesel engines with a collective horsepower of about 16,000 bhp which drive three 

azimuthing propellers and a number of thrusters all of which can be controlled by a DPIII system 

(meaning that the power is provided by two separate engine rooms). The ship is a joint operation 

between Subsea7 and Eidesvik and was hired by Statoil for five years when it entered service. This 

http://www.dmt-winches.com/modules/home/
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contract would therefore be up 

for review next year. The two 

photographs are taken for the 

variety of media sites featuring 

the vessel, and just for once I 

have chosen the ROV with 

which the ship is equipped. 

VICTOR GIBSON is author of 
“The History of the Supply 
Ship”, “Supply Ship 
Operations”, and “A Catalogue 
of Disasters”. They can be 
purchased from 
www.shipsandoil.co.uk or 
most good booksellers. 

 

WAGENBORG OFFSHORE DELIVERS SECOND WALK-TO-WORK VESSEL 

IN SOUTHERN NORTH SEA 

Wagenborg Offshore has been 

awarded a 6-year contract by 

Nederlandse Aardolie 

Maatschappij (NAM) and SHELL 

UKExploration & Production 

(Shell UK)) for the provision of a 

second walk-to-work vessel. NAM 

and Shell UK work together in 

combined business unit on the gas 

production on the Southern  

Northsea. The vessel will support  

its offshore operations. This long-term contract was signed November 13 th by the directors of the 

companies. The so-called ‘Walk-to-Work Emergency Response and Rescue Vessel’ (W2W ERRV) 

will operate as a standby and support vessel for inspection and maintenance of the unmanned 

platforms in both Dutch and British waters. Wagenborg chooses PX121 Ulstein design For the 

provision of the W2W ERRV vessel to NAM and Shell UK, Wagenborg and Ulstein have signed an 

agreement for the delivery of a standard ‘PX121 Platform Supply Vessel’ (PSV). Built according the 

Ulstein Accommodation Standard, the PX121 has gained excellent feedback from the offshore 

industry due to a favourable combination of fuel-efficiency and load capacity. The PX121 is 

particularly suited for a conversion to other types of services, such as walk-to-work or Emergency 

Response and Rescue, without comprising her outstanding Dynamic Positioning performance. 

Economic boost for the North of Netherlands On the Dutch shipyard Royal Niestern Sander in 

Delfzijl, approximately 80 employees will be working on the conversion of the PX121 from a PSV 

into a W2W ERRV vessel. The PX121 will be equipped a.o. with an additional accommodation 

module, motion compensated gangway and motion compensated crane to comply the requirements 

of NAM-Shell. The vessel will be converted in 16 weeks by Royal Niestern Sander and is expected to 

be delivered to Wagenborg Offshore March 2018. The vessel will start operations in Q1 2018. 

Producing natural gas offshore By producing natural gas offshore NAM and Shell UK face major 

challenges to execute offshore operations as safe and efficient as possible and increase the 
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effectiveness of offshore 

maintenance activities to reduce 

costs. Modern offshore 

production platforms are smaller 

and normally unmanned 

without 'helicopter deck', 

resulting in a need for Walk-to-

Work vessels. With Walk-to-

Work vessels offshore activities 

can be supported more safe, 

efficient, effective and 

productive, as already proven by 

the successful Walk-to-Work vessel Kroonborg. The additional W2W ERRV vessel will be 

positioned in a similar way as Kroonborg and, in addition, will also comply with the ERRV 

(Emergency Response and Rescue Vessel) Class B guidelines. General specifications Length over all: 

83.40 m; Breadth over all: 18.00 m; Max. draught: 6.00 m; GT/NT: 3.600/1.268 t; Deck area: 840 m2; 

Speed: 15,8 kn. (Press Release) 

 

  Advertisement 

 

 

DOF  SELLS ANCHOR HANDLER  

Norwegian shipping 

company DOF Group has 

sold one of its anchor 

handling vessels. DOF said 

in an Oslo Stock Exchange 

filing on Tuesday it had sold 

and delivered the Skandi 

Møgster anchor handling 

tug and supply (AHTS) 

vessel to a new owner. The 

sale, which is in line with 

DOF Group’s strategy to 

divest the oldest part of its 

fleet, will not have any 

material liquidity or 

accounting impact, the company added. DOF did not reveal the name of the buyer nor the value of 

http://rotortug.com/en/
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the deal. The 1998-built Skandi Møgster vessel is of a KMAR 404 design. According to the latest AIS 

data, the Skandi Møgster is currently moored in Norway. (Offshore Energy Today) 

 

SHIP DESIGNERS SEE POTENTIAL TO CONVERT EXCESS PSVS INTO 

DREDGERS 

Working together, naval architects 

in Europe and the US have 

developed a proposal to convert 

excess platform supply vessels into 

dredgers. In the wake of the well-

documented downturn in the oil 

and gas markets in recent years, an 

increasing number of platform 

supply vessels (PSVs) are currently 

under-utilised or languishing in 

layup, most notably in the Gulf of 

Mexico. As Dave Pitt, a naval architect at OSD-IMT noted, various proposals have been made for the 

repurposing redundant PSV tonnage. Examples range from windfarm support vessels to container 

feeder vessels and live fish carriers, even a recent proposal to convert ice-capable vessels into polar 

expedition yachts. However, OSD-IMT and partner Gibbs & Cox have been investigating a different 

solution – the potential for converting PSVs into trailing suction hopper dredgers (TSHDs). The 

OSD-IMT team, part of Offshore Ship Designers (OSD), has designed and built more than 20 

dredgers while working with Appledore Shipbuilders in the UK, and Gibbs & Cox has extensive 

knowledge of the US commercial and military markets. OSD-IMT has carried out a preliminary 

assessment focusing on the practicalities of PSV/TSHD conversions from a shipyard perspective, 

taking account of the technical implications on lightship, vessel structure, and stability. Gibbs & Cox 

has completed a review of US Coast Guard statutory requirements and other regulations as they 

apply to the US market, as well as market research into the economic feasibility of such conversions. 

The IMT978 PSV design was chosen as the basis for conversion as it best reflects the size and 

arrangement of the 10-15 year old candidate vessels identified during Gibbs & Cox research. The 

IMT978 has conventional shaft propulsion driving controllable pitch propellers via reduction 

gearboxes with power take-off alternators. The engineroom is situated forward, as is common in 

North Sea vessels and typical of the newer Gulf Coast vessels. To accommodate differences between 

the cargo tank arrangements typically found on North Sea and Gulf Coast PSVs, two variants were 

considered – the basic IMT978 in its North Sea configuration with cylindrical mud tanks, and a 

typical Gulf Coast variant with square mud tanks formed with corrugated bulkheads. A conventional 

600 mm dredge system was utilised, providing a 20-25 m dredging depth with an electrically-driven 

inboard pump. If electrical power is not available in the donor vessel, the dredge pump can be 

driven by a diesel engine with the incorporation of appropriate fire-suppression requirements. 

Removal of a section of the safe-haven/cargo rail facilitates fitting of the deck-mounted equipment. 

The dry bulk tanks and systems can be removed from the vessel and the dredge pump fitted in the 

vacated space. A hopper has been introduced on the main deck with a coaming height based on the 

deck’s existing safe working load of 5 tonnes/m2. The repurposed mud tanks are connected to the 

deck hopper via new deck openings and are fitted with large ventilation trunks. A centre line 

bulkhead is incorporated in the deck tank to improve static stability. The hopper is loaded via a 

single pipe supported on the hopper centre-line bulkhead. In common with most PSVs, the vessel 

trims by the head in light loaded conditions. By way of compensation, an aft deck trim tank has 
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been installed which is rapidly filled by the dredge pump and dumped by gravity as cargo is loaded. 

Cargo dumping is carried out via a conventional bottom door arrangement that utilises the existing 

double bottom structure. Due to US environmental controls on bottom door cargo discharge, a cargo 

pump-out system has also been incorporated, which enables dredge material to be used for other 

purposes such as wetland creation/restoration and levee maintenance / construction. To support this, 

a cargo fluidisation system has also been introduced utilising two high-pressure jetting pumps. 

Analysis by Gibbs & Cox shows that the conversion should be economically viable, but this is clearly 

dependent on the purchase price of the donor vessel. A comparison has been made between the 

construction costs of a newbuild 6,300 m3 TSHD and the 2,000 m3 capacity IMT978 conversion 

concept. The analysis indicates a payback period of 7.5 years for a newbuild, against six years for a 

conversion. This takes account of different spoil capacities using a constant cost per cubic metre of 

dredged material and a constant number of dredge cycles/day. The per-cubic-metre cost – and initial 

capital outlay – of a PSV/TSHD conversion is estimated to be approximately half that of a newbuild, 

while delivery times associated with a conversion should be approximately one-third those of a 

newbuild. The final reported costs of a recent OSD-IMT dredger conversion project support these 

findings. “The feasibility study on the proposed conversion of redundant OSV tonnage into dredgers 

indicates that there are no insurmountable technical or statutory issues involved,” said Mr Pitt. 

“Economic analysis also suggests that it should be a financially viable option, and such vessels should 

be competitive in the current dredging market. The relative success of any conversion, of course, 

will depend on the suitability and purchase cost of the donor vessel.” (Source: Offshore Support 
Journal) 

 

WINDFARM NEWS - RENEWABLES 
 

Advertisement 

 

 

EMO  SENDS NEWBUILD CTV  TO NORDSEE ONE 

EMS Maritime Offshore (EMO) has signed a contract with Senvion to provide a crew transfer vessel 

(CTV) for the operational phase of the 332MW Nordsee One offshore wind farm in the German 

North Sea. The catamaran which will service the contract is currently under construction at the 

Strategic Marine shipyard in Singapore. As of April 2018, the 26-meter Stratcat will begin 

maintenance work at the wind farm from the O&M base in Norddeich for at least three years, EMO 

said. According to EMO, the vessel is equipped with a waterjet drive and can transport 24 passengers 

and up to 30 tonnes of freight. The investment, implemented as part of a shared project of EMO and 

its partner Van Laar Maritime BV, amounts to approximately EUR 4 million. “Once again, we have 

commissioned a special ship that meets certain conditions for activities in the southern North Sea 

and our clients’ requirements,” said Knut Gerdes, Managing Director at EMO. “We do not take this 

for granted, and we hope for more projects in the German offshore wind energy sector.” Turbine 

installation at the Nordsee One offshore wind farm was completed on 22 September, when the 54th 

http://www.redwise.nl/home
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and final Senvion 6.2M126 

wind turbine was installed at 

the construction site. Nordsee 

One, located approximately 40 

kilometers north of Juist Island, 

is being developed by Nordsee 

One GmbH, a special purpose 

company owned by Northland 

Power Inc. (85%) and innogy 

SE (15%). The wind farm is 

scheduled to begin commercial 

operations by the end of this 

year. In August last year, EMO 

added Windea FOUR and 

Windea FIVE, formerly CTV 

Natalia Bekker, to its Windea fleet due to the consistently growing demand in the field of offshore 

wind farm supply regarding personnel and materials. (Source: Offshore Wind) 

 

W INDEA LA COUR V ISITS NIESTERN SANDER FOR MAINTENANCE 

WORKS 

Offshore support vessel (OSV) 

Windea La Cour has completed 

repair and modification works at 

Niestern Sander Ship Repair in 

Delfzijl, the Netherlands, prior 

to returning to the Gemini 

offshore wind farm. The 

activities included repairing the 

boat landing sliding 

construction, as well as 

modifying the sewage pumps, 

piping and the hydrophore 

system on board, Niestern 

Sander said. In consultation with 

the client, the engineering department of Niestern Sander Ship Repair also modified the deck area to 

grant a flush and better access from the elevator to the Uptime motion compensated offshore 

gangway. Niestern Sander is located near the German Bight, where many offshore wind farms are 

situated, therefore, with the OSV due to return to Gemini immediately after the work was 

completed, the choice for the shipyard was evident, Niestern Sander said. “Last year we visited the 

Windea La Cour for the first time from our service facility in Eemshaven. After some minor works 

before, we are now proud to welcome her in Delfzijl for maintenance works,” Kris Klasens, Project 

Manager at Niestern Sander Ship Repair, said. Windea La Cour is the first in a series of service 

operation vessels for Bernhard Schulte Offshore, who named the vessel at a ceremony held in June 

last year. Shortly after, the vessel sailed out for the first service campaign at the 600MW Gemini 

wind farm in the North Sea, where it provides service and maintenance of 150 Siemens wind 

turbines. (Source: Offshore Wind)  
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View the youtube film of the Alphabridge for tugboats on 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQi6hFDcHW4&feature=plcp 

 

BALLAST NEDAM RE-ENTERING OFFSHORE W IND SECTOR 

A few years after the sale of its 

offshore wind activities, the 

Netherlands-based construction 

company Ballast Nedam is re-

entering the wind energy market 

with Ballast Nedam Renewables. 

Ballast Nedam said that with the 

Renewables business it aims to 

use its knowledge and expertise 

internationally for onshore wind, 

offshore wind and solar parks. 

The Renewables unit will 

develop, design, realise and 

manage sustainable energy 

systems. Arno Uiterweerd, Director of Mechanical & Electrical (M&E) and Renewable Projects at 

Ballast Nedam, said: “25 years ago we were the first to build an offshore wind farm in the 

Netherlands. We now have a European track record of 18% and that corresponds to more than 500 

installed monopile foundations. We are now expanding this strong base with solar parks and 

onshore wind farms.” The company says the first international partnerships and construction team 

agreements have already been signed for the Renewables business. “Ballast Nedam was already 

strong internationally, but since we became part of the Renaissance Group, we are even better able 

to serve the international market for sustainable energy, from idea to maintenance,” Uiterweerd 

said. In 2014, Van Oord acquired the assets of Ballast Nedam Offshore, including the dedicated EPCI 

staff, heavy lift installation vessel Svanen and the Westermeerwind project. The asset management 

activities for operational wind farms were not be included in the transaction. In 2016, the company 

sold its portfolio of 4 offshore wind inspection and maintenance contracts to Deutsche Windtechnik 

BV, the Dutch subsidiary of Deutsche Windtechnik, as part of its strategy to focus its activities on 

the working areas of housing and mobility. Ballast Nedam was involved in the design and 

construction of the first Dutch offshore wind farm Egmond aan Zee, among other projects. (Source: 
Offshore Wind) 

 

WALES CALLS FOR TIDAL AND WAVE RESEARCH SUPPORT 

The Welsh government is looking to commission a contractor to conduct tidal and wave research 

http://alphatronmarine.com/home
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQi6hFDcHW4&feature=plcp
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work in support of the Welsh 

National Marine Plan. The 

contract will focus on the 

sourcing, consolidation and 

standardization of existing 

environmental evidence, and 

on identifying knowledge gaps, 

primarily in relation to tidal 

stream energy, wave energy 

and aquaculture, the Welsh 

government said on its national 

procurement portal Sell2Wales. 

The outputs of the contract are 

expected to provide 

information on evidence needs 

to support the sustainable management of marine natural resources. The indicative budget for the 

contract will range from £90,000 to £100,000, the government said. In particular, the contract will 

support implementation and use of the Welsh National Marine Plan whose draft is expected to be 

put under formal consultation at the end of 2017. The deadline to apply to the tender has been set 

for December 11, 2017. (Source: Tidal Energy Today) 

 

AMPELMANN AND E IDESVIK TEAM UP ON W IKINGER 

Ampelmann has been 

awarded a contract by 

Eidesvik to deliver an 

Ampelmann E-type gangway 

for the Viking Neptun, 

currently serving as an 

accommodation and a crew 

transfer vessel (CTV) on the 

Wikinger offshore wind 

farm. This contract marks 

the first collaboration 

between Eidesvik and 

Ampelmann. Claudia 

Beumer, Business 

Development Manager at Ampelmann said: “We are very pleased with this cooperation between 

Eidesvik and Ampelmann, and express our gratitude for the trust placed in us. The Viking Neptun is 

a marvellous ship, and we are confident that together with the Ampelmann E-type, this will prove 

to be a powerful combination during the winter campaign.” Eidesvik was contracted by Adwen to 

provide a vessel to support commissioning work at the wind farm which comprises 70 Adwen 5MW 

turbines. After completion of the mobilisation in Rotterdam, the Viking Neptun sailed to Wikinger 

and started her five-month charter with Adwen mid-October. Fred. Olsen Windcarrier’s jack-up 

Brave Tern installed the final turbine in the German Baltic Sea in late October. Adwen is currently 

starting up the turbines which will be operating in ‘island mode’ until the grid connection is 

energized. The wind farm is owned by Iberdrola and will be operated from an O&M base in Mukran 

for at least 25 years. (Source: Offshore Wind) 
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MHI  VESTAS SOV  LEAVES CEMRE SHIPYARD 

Turkey’s Cemre Shipyard has 

delivered a service operation 

vessel (SOV) ordered by Esvagt 

and chartered to MHI Vestas 

Offshore Wind. MHI Vestas will 

use the Havyard-designed SOV 

for O&M operations on the 

Nobelwind and the Belwind 

offshore wind farms in the 

Belgian North Sea under a ten-

year charter. The SOV is 

equipped with dynamic 

positioning technology and two 

safe transfer boats to transfer 

technicians, tools and spare parts to the turbines. The vessel will also provide accommodation for 

the company’s technicians for periods of up to two weeks due to the distance of the offshore wind 

farms from the sea. MHI Vestas explained that using the service vessel means more focus on 

ensuring maximum availability of the wind turbines, since less time is spent in transition. The SOV 

is 58.5m long, with a beam of 16.6m and will be able to accommodate up to 22 technicians, all in 

single cabins. MHI Vestas’ technicians have used a refitted Esvagt vessel as service base to provide 

maintenance for the 165MW Belwind 1 project, comprising V90-3.0MW turbines. Following the 

commissioning of the 165MW Nobelwind wind farm in May 2017, the new vessel will provide more 

storage space for spare parts and tools and more cabins for technicians. (Source: Offshore Wind) 

 

DREDGING NEWS 
 

SHANTI SAGAR 17  SEA TRIALS 

Royal IHC recently announced that the new trailing suction hopper dredger (TSHD) Shanti Sagar 17 

successfully completed sea trials. The new TSHD – built for Adani Group – was lunched at IHC’s 

shipyard in Krimpen aan den IJssel, the Netherlands, on 31 March 2017. This is the first of two 

Beagle 8 TSHDs for Adani – the second (Shanti Sagar 18) was launched in July 2017. Each Beagle 8 is 

http://www.wijngaarden.com/nl
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equipped with IHC’s 

Trailspeed Controller (TSC) 

and Eco Pump Controller 

(EPC). Developed in-house, 

the TSC ensures a constant 

speed while dredging, which 

leads to higher average 

production results and 

greater levels of consistency. 

The TSHD Shanti Sagar 17 

was handed over to her 

owners on 20 November, said 

Royal IHC in their latest 

announcement. Watch the video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qG2Wo71BoMA (Source: 
Dredging Today)  

 

YARD NEWS 
 

FIRST DELIVERY VETH JET CHANNEL BOW THRUSTER AT MISCHA 

SHIPPING TURKEY 

A very special event took place 

during the Europort 

Rotterdam (Ahoy) for Veth 

Propulsion. The contract for 

the delivery of the very first 

Veth Jet bow thruster type 4-

K-1300 to the Turkish 

customer Misha Shipping was 

signed there. “Of course we 

have already built many Veth 

Jets over the years," says 

Martin van der Jagt, Veth's 

General Sales Manager. Veth Propulsion has already delivered almost 4000 thrusters worldwide and 

the Veth Jet was invented by Jan Veth in 1969. In 2017, the majority of inland marine vessels are 

using a channel bow thruster. We are proud that our broad experience in channel bow thrusters has 

now led to the fact that Turkish cargo ship "Mohican" will sail with our bow thrusters," van der Jagt 

says proudly. In collaboration with Amat Engineering, the Turkish agent of Veth Propulsion, this 

deal has been closed. Owners Tandoğan and Hilda Özmen visited the factory of Veth Propulsion on 

Tuesday and they were so impressed by the factory, the references and performance of the Veth 

thrusters, that they immediately decided to purchase a Veth Jet. At least, the signing of the contract 

at the fair two days later proves that. The vessel is being built in Turkey, but will sail on the Russian 

Volga river. This river is similar to the Rhine, but nowadays most vessels are still using the 

traditional tunnel bow thruster. Because of the low draught of both rivers, the Veth Jet channel bow 

thruster is much more suitable for vessels sailing here. “Our expectations are that several tankers 

will follow and most of those vessels will use a Veth Jet in the near future,' van der Jagt closes off. 

(Press Release) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qG2Wo71BoMA
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MSR  GRYFIA TO BUILD INLAND WATERWAY ICEBREAKERS 

On September 29th, 2017, MSR 

Gryfia signed a contract with 

Regional Water Management Office 

in Gdańsk (RZGW Gdańsk) for 

building four inland waterway 

icebreakers. According to the 

contract, MSR Gryfia will build 

three line icebreakers and one lead 

icebreaker. Icebreakers will be built 

in a “design and build” formula. The 

shipyard is obliged to design, build 

and equip as prototype units one line 

and one lead icebreaker. Then after 

testing prototype units in the winter season and updating the design documentation, further two-

line icebreakers will be constructed as serial units. MSR Gryfia will be also responsible for providing 

a necessary infrastructure for servicing icebreakers in order to efficient operations. Lead icebreaker 

will be dedicated to breaking the thick ice cover, while the line icebreakers will be used for 

shredding pieces of crushed ice and prevents the re-formation of ice layers. All of the units will be 

prepared to function as tugs as well as rescue vessels. Icebreakers will be also adapted to serve as 

firefighting units through a connection to the power supply of the quenched facility and the oil spill 

recovery control by the possibility of installing a barrage drum on board. Each of icebreakers will 

provide housing and social facilities for a six-person crew. Funds from Operational Programme 

Infrastructure and Environment 2014-2020 will be used for financing 80 percent of the investment. 

The term of the contract was set for the Q4 of 2021. All vessels will be constructed in Szczecin. 

Vessels will be built under the supervision of Polish Register of Shipping. In 2014 MSR Gryfia 

delivered two similar icebreakers to the Regional Water Management Office in Szczecin. (Source: 
Poland@Sea 

 

HUISMAN INTRODUCES FIBER ROPE SYSTEM FOR SUBSEA 

APPLICATIONS 

Huisman has developed a new system for the application of fiber rope in subsea deployment crane 

applications. The system includes a hybrid fiber rope system which combines the advantages of fiber 

rope with subsea deployment, while the heave compensation is done with traditional steel wire rope 

systems, the company explained. Cees van Veluw, Huisman’s product manager Cranes said: “We 

http://www.wkmcornelisse.com/wkm_cornelisse_diesel_spare_parts/WKM_Cornelisse_trading_engine_spare_parts.html
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strongly believe in the future of 

cranes with fiber rope included – 

not just because of a CAPEX and 

OPEX evaluation, but also to 

further shift the limit of what can 

be deployed in subsea applications. 

“Our extensive R&D programme, 

which has been active for over 10 

years, has shown that the fiber 

rope with the best lifetime 

performance would require some 

serious active cooling of the fiber 

rope on the crane when 

performing active heave 

compensation. However, the 

actual thermal behaviour of fiber ropes in AHC have proven to be unreliable to predict and hard to 

measure. On top of that, having the active cooling system of the fiber rope as an essential part of the 

crane’s safety system is not the way we see robust and reliable crane design.” Proper spooling of the 

fiber rope is done by Huisman’s traction winch and storage winch setup, while active heave 

compensation is done with a steel wire rope on a direct winch. For traditional knuckle boom cranes, 

a 120mt and 200mt version is available, while the recently introduced hybrid boom crane can be 

delivered with larger capacities of 400mt and 600mt. (Source: Subsea World News) 

 

DAMEN LAUNCHES FISHERY RESEARCH VESSEL FOR ANGOLA 

On 9th November, Damen 

Shipyards Galati launched a 

Fishery Research Vessel (FRV) 

7417 for the Angolan Ministry of 

Fisheries. The sponsor of the 

vessel, named Baía Farta, was 

Dra. Isabel Cristóvão, director of 

Gabinete de Estudos, 

Planeamento e Estatística. The 

Ministry is a long-standing 

client of Damen, having 

previously taken delivery of two 

62-metre Fishery Inspection 

Vessels 6210 and a smaller FRV 2808. This new vessel boasts a number of state-of-the-art features. 

The FRV has Silent A/F/R Class notation. Close attention is being paid to the design, construction 

and outfitting of the vessel in order to minimise noise and vibration both on board and underwater. 

The FRV 7417 is suited to various purposes, including hydrographic operations, acoustics research, 

pelagic and demersal trawling, plankton, water, environmental and geographical sampling, oil 

recovery and emergency towing operations. Friso Visser, Damen Regional Director Africa, said: 

“This vessel represents the future of fishery research, featuring cutting-edge technologies to make 

operations both sustainable and comfortable. She will enable the Angolan Fisheries Ministry to 

carry out research into its fishing grounds that will help to develop and preserve the nation’s 

industry and environment.” The design of the Baía Farta is based on the ST-368 design for which 
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Damen worked together with the Norwegian design specialist Skipsteknisk. Her construction has 

been an international project, involving input from Damen Shipyards Gorinchem and Damen 

Schelde Naval Shipbuilding in the Netherlands, with building taking place at Damen Shipyards 

Galati in Romania. Watch the video about the launch of Angola Fishery research vessel click HERE. 

(Press Release) 

 

  Advertisement 

 

 

COSCO DELIVERS RESEARCH SHIP TO GUANGZHOU MARINE 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

China’s Cosco shipyard has 

delivered a research vessel to 

Guangzhou Marine Geological 

Survey. According to Cosco, the 

vessel named Hai Yang Di Zhi Shi 

Hao was delivered on November 

18, 2017. The vessel measures 7.6 

meters high, 15.4 meters wide 

and 75.8 meters long. The client, 

Guangzhou Marine Geological 

Survey (GMGS), is an entity 

controlled by China Geological 

Survey, Ministry of Land and 

Resources. (Source: Offshore Energy Today) 

 

LAKE ASSAULT BOATS DELIVERS PATROL BOAT TO MINNESOTA 

Lake Assault Boats, Superior, Wis., 

has delivered a 28′ rescue vessel to 

the Hennepin County Sheriff’s 

Water Patrol Unit located in 

Minneapolis. Purchased from the 

GSA schedule, the craft features the 

Mercury Skyhook Digital Anchoring 

and Joystick Piloting systems to 

assist in rescue and recovery 

operations along the Mississippi 

River. The boat is powered by a pair 

https://vimeo.com/242900883/8bdb0fcfba
http://www.grs-offshore.com/
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of Mercury Verado 300-hp engines with digital throttle, shift, and power steering, as well as the 

Mercury Joystick Piloting and Skyhook Digital Anchoring systems, which are designed to 

significantly improve the craft’s on-the-water performance. They enable the operator to set precise 

grids for search and recovery operations and “anchor” the boat in strong moving currents without 

getting moved off point, or swung back and forth like traditional anchor systems. In addition, the 

boat can move side to side or diagonally to gain better angles on objects. The 28′ patrol boat is a 

landing craft style, modified V-hull configuration and is outfitted with a 64″ hydraulically operated 

bow door, and two 34″ dive doors. The 9′ long pilothouse is CBRNE compliant, with radiation, 

chemical, and biological detection systems. The boat also features an interior clearance height of 76″, 

a fold-down workstation, and a computer desk attached to the rear of the helm station. The boat is 

equipped with a full array of electronics, including two Lowrance touchscreen monitors, GPS, sonar, 

chartplotting, and StructureScan sonar, as well as a SpitzLift aluminum davit crane. “We are 

honored to deliver this high performance rescue vessel to the Hennepin County Sheriff’s Water 

Patrol Unit to serve their protection area, especially along sections of the mighty Mississippi that 

flow through the Twin Cities,” Chad DuMars, Lake Assault Boats vice president of operations, said 

in a statement announcing the delivery “The craft is custom designed and equipped with a wide 

array of advanced technologies to meet the unique needs of this customer.” (Source: MarineLink) 

 

UDS  STARTS WORK ON ANOTHER NEWBUILD AND DEPLOYS OTHERS TO 

NEW MARKETS 

Shel Hutton-led Ultra Deep Solutions 

recently held a keel-laying ceremony 

for its latest newbuild, Matisse, and is 

repositioning other vessels around 

the word to try to find work for 

them. The latest vessel for Ultra 

Deep Solutions (UDS) is being built 

at CMHI in China and is of Marin 

Teknikk design. The dive 

support/construction vessel (DSCV) 

is a Marin Teknikk MT 6027 and is 145 m in length with a 27 m beam. The vessel will be the largest 

vessel in the UDS fleet and will have a 24-man, twin-bell saturation system with twin 24-man self-

propelled hyperbaric lifeboats (SPHLs). It will be a dynamic positioning class 3, Ice C-class unit and 

will have nearly 30,000 m3 of storage for helium. The vessel will also have a 400-tonne Huisman 

crane which, the company claims, can operate to a depth of 5,200 m. The back deck will have 2,200 

m2 of open space. The vessel is designed to carry out diving operations in a significant wave height 

of 7.5 m HS. “This is a fantastic vessel for the upcoming market. We pride ourselves at UDS with a 

quality product that gives our end user a fantastic vessel for their application. We will continue to 

strive to be the best DSCV shipbuilders and owners on the market for a fair price,” said Mr Hutton, 

the company’s chief executive, in a post on social media. Other posts from Mr Hutton suggest that 

Matisse will be delivered by the end of 2018 and that the DSCV Andy Warhol will now be Indian-

flagged. The latter is 107 m in length with and has an 18-man, single-bell and 18-man SPHLs, and 

DNV-GL/IRS-classed saturation system and built-in air dive system. It also has firefighting to FiFi 3 

and an oil recovery system. Other features include a 150-tonne crane with active heave 

compensation to 3,000 m. This vessel has 18,500 hp and complies with the emissions requirements of 

Tier 3. The ship has two work-class remotely operated vehicles and is fully SPS compliant. It is due 

to be delivered Aug 2018. Mr Hutton said Andy Warhol would be ‘the highest specification vessel in 
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the region.’ Another UDS DSCV, Lichtenstein, which has an 18-man, twin-bell system, has arrived 

in the Middle East and is said to be about to start what Mr Hutton described as a “long construction 

campaign” but did not say who the vessel would be working for. Another DSCV, Picasso, said to be 

due in Singapore by December, will be managed by U-Shipz and is identical to Lichtenstein. UDS 

recently said it would be reflagging the DSCV Van Gogh to the Malaysian flag. It has been 

suggested, but not confirmed by UDS, that the vessel has secured a contract with Petronas. This 114 

m vessel has a breadth of 23 m and DNV-GL 18-man, single-bell, 300 m-rated bell and twin 18-man 

SPHLs. It also comes with a built-in air spread. The vessel has two work-class ROVs in hangars with 

working depths of 3,000 m. The vessel has a 150-tonne, 3,000 m rated crane, Schottel and Kongsberg 

DP. It also meets Tier 3 emissions requirements and is due to be delivered in May 2018. Mr Hutton 

has so far not responded to requests for an interview about the company, confirmed contracts for its 

vessels or its plans for the future. (Source: Offshore Support Journal) 

 

WEBSITE NEWS 

HTTP://WWW.TOWINGLINE.COM 

ARE YOU ALSO INTEREST ED IN THIS FREE TUGS TOWING &  OFFSHORE NEWSLETTER .  

PLEASE VIS IT  THE WEBS ITE W W W .T O W I N G L I N E . C O M  AND SUBSCRIBE YOURSE LF FOR FREE  

Last week there have been new updates posted:  

1. Several updates on the News page posted last week: 

   

 A strong team – FAIRPLAY and BUGSIER join forces 

 Damen signs order with Multraship subsidiaries for two Stan Launch 804s for 

terminal operations 

 Smit Lamnalco orders four Damen ASD 3212 Tugs 

 Turkey-based Med Marine has delivered its 20th tugboat to its harbour fleet. 

 Wilson Sons Shipyards delivers SST-Aruá 

 M/V Miss Deborah delivered 

 

Be informed that the mobile telephone number of Towingline is: +31 6 3861 3662 

mailto: jvds@towingline.com 

This site is intended to be collective exchange of information. Information on this site has been pulled from many sources; we have 
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material that is posted here is of your authorship and you have not been credited properly please alert us and I will correct the credit or 

remove it in accordance to the author's wishes. 
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The compiler of the Tugs Towing & Offshore Newsletter disclaim all liability for any loss, damage or expense howsoever caused, arising 

from the sending, receipt, or use of this e-mail communication and on any reliance placed upon the information provided through this 

free service and does not guarantee the completeness or accuracy of the information. For more information about advertising, 

subscription, preferences and un-subscription visit the website: http://www.towingline.com The Tugs Towing & Offshore Newsletter is a 

::JVDS-MARCOL:: Archive Production. 
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